
Experimenting with Color Pallets Workshop 
April 25th, 2026- 9:30am-1:00pm 
Vernon Community Arts Centre 
Hosted by Rachel Prins 
 

Short Description 
In this workshop you will learn about how your fellow artists work with color in their 
practice and also share your approach. You’ll be challenged to create two sketches 
using the color palettes of your peers. The goal is to learn new approaches to color, 
to experiment, build flexibility working with color, and bring new techniques into your 
own practice.  
 

Long Description 
This workshop is designed to give artists space to talk about their personal approach 
to color, to experiment with new approaches, build flexibility working with color, and 
have fun. 
 
Artists will bring a previous artwork they made that represents their current approach 
to color. Artists will then be randomly assigned into pairs. 
 
In pairs, artists will share with each other their approach to color in their painting: 
what colours they used, how they mixed them, what they were influenced by, etc. (I 
will provide an outline of what to talk about) 
 
Each artist will then paint a sketch of their chosen subject, doing their best to use the 
colors/palette in the painting made by the person they were paired with. (Aka. If I was 
paired with Cheryl, I would create a sketch of my subject using the color palette in 
Cheryl’s painting.) 
 
You’ll then do the same thing with a new pairing. We’ll also talk about what it was like 
working in a different palette than our own and share what we learned as a group.  
 
 
 
 
 



What to bring? 
●​ A recent painting you made that represents your current way of working with 

color 
●​ Photos of typical subject matter you like to work from (On a device or printed) 
●​ Acrylic paints  
●​ Brushes 
●​ Palette or palette paper 
●​ 3-4 Sheets of paper or boards, prepped and ready to paint on 

○​ Acrylic/oil painting paper, gessoed paper, or gessoed boards are all good 
choices 

○​ Choose a size you would feel comfortable completing a sketch on in 
about 45 min to 1 hr.  

○​ We are going to aim to make 2 sketches, but it’s helpful to bring extra 
paper/boards incase we have more time  

●​ Painters tape 
●​ Any other supplies you typically like to work with when sketching in acrylic (Eg. 

Pencils, palette knives, certain mediums, etc.) 
●​ Clothes you don’t mind getting paint on or apron 
●​ Notebook and pen for notes 
●​ Optional - A portable easel, if you prefer to work on one rather than on a table 

 

What the will be provided 
●​ Tables, chairs, water buckets, paper towel,  
●​ Coroplast boards to tape paper to to avoid warping 
●​ Blocks of wood to prop coroplast boards on, so you can work at a slight angle 

rather than flat 
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